
QUEER CODE IS AN INTERGENERATIONAL 
COMMUNITY RANGING FROM 22 TO 78 YEARS 
OLD.

To commemorate Ravensbrück liberation anniver-
sary, Queer code presents four digital mappings 
depicting the routes followed by five German and 
French lesbians : Elsa Conrad, Henny Schermann, 
Marguerite Chabiron, Suzanne Leclezio and 
Yvonne Ziegler. All were arrested and deported, 
one to Möringen, the others to Ravensbrück. They 
were arrested because they were either resistance 
fighters, openly lesbians, Jewish or “non-Aryan”. 

4 ROUTES

Discover and follow their routes and our 
mappings here : 
http://constellationsbrisees.net/project-type/
deportations-au-camp-de-ravensbruck/

Each route is different and reflects upon the 
hierarchization and destruction of certain catego-
ries of population that fuelled the Nazi ideology. 
Despite the systemic processes of invisibility that 
affect lesbian history, fragments of these routes are 
still available to us thanks to the commitment of 
German women historians and German, French 
and European lesbian activists.
We have fostered a dynamic of cooperation 
between historians, activists and members of our 
social families or chosen families, as well as resear-
chers, in order to produce these digital mappings 
in a collective manner. This is our way of helping 
open the closet of the history of deportation.

4 digital maps dedicated to the trajectories of deportation endured by lesbians. 
A cooperative, participatory, European, digital, and feminist project from Queer code.

COMMEMORATING THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF RAVENSBRÜCK LIBERATION 

Shattered Constellations
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RAVENSBRÜCK

Initially, our intention was to present these routes 
at the Ravensbrück Memorial during the 
Anniversary ceremony in April 2020, with the 
help of La LIG 1, a French lesbian endowment 
fund. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the celebra-
tion has been cancelled. We hope be able to present 
our exhibition sometime in the future. 

Working on this project during the pandemic has 
shed some new light on these routes, since some of 
the lesbians presented were nurse, pharmacist, or 
volunteering in a free clinic.
In these times of Covid-19 lockdown, we continue 
our research. We are now exploring fragments of 
two other trajectories, those of Nadine Whang and 
Christiane Moreau, both deported to Ravensbrück.
 
We started Queer code five years ago, on the occa-
sion of the 70th anniversary of the concentration 
camps liberation. Our aim was to find ways and 
means to think and name the “viable subjects” 
lesbians are 2.

We want to thank all the people who helped carry out this project : Suzette Robichon, Claudia Schoppmann, Laurent Thévenet,  
Lydie Doléans, Emilie Brusseaux, Isabelle Sentis. Thank you to our translators : Veronica Noseda, Traude Bührmann, Clara Becker and Lydie 
Doléans. Thank you to Marion Kueny and Marine Bigourie for the design. And thank you to the members of our collective who, as nurses, 
public health professionals and volunteers, are now fighting the Covid and supporting us in their thoughts. 

Contact : contact@queercode.net  
T. 06 10 48 02 29.

1  LIG, Lesbiennes d’Intérêt Général https://www.fondslesbien.org/  
and https://twitter.com/fonds_lig?lang=fr

2  In her introduction speech to the 2010 symposium “Homophobia 
and Deviance”, Insa Eschebach, the director of KL Ravensbrück, refer-
red to philosopher Judith Butler : “Oppression works not merely through 
acts of overt prohibition, but covertly, through the constitution of viable 
subjects and through the corollary constitution of a domain of unviable 
(un)subjects who are neither named nor prohibited within the economy 
of the law.” And “oppression works through the production of a domain of 
unthinkability and unnameability.” 

3  Mappamundi, art et cartographie, Guillaume Monsaingeon 
Éditions Parenthèses 2013, p.40

We collect and share document resources on our 
website, we organize and facilitate participative 
workshops. We have learnt collectively and through 
an empowering process how to research and make 
visible the trajectories of resistance and deporta-
tion braved by lesbians and women who loved 
women.

In 2017, based on the idea of Isabelle Sentis, Queer 
code started “Shattered Constellations”, our media-
tion project that depicts routes of resistance and 
deportation through digital mapping. 
Our maps are tools of power, the feminist power of 
contributing to write collectively our Herstory. 
“Every map is meant to make visible the invisible” 3, 
so do ours.

https://www.fondslesbien.org/
https://twitter.com/fonds_lig?lang=fr

